
SOCIAL STUDIES COURSES 

Previous performance in Social Studies courses and teacher recommendation should be considered in course selection.  

R E Q U I R E D  S O C I A L  S T U D I E S  C O U R S E S  

 

For students who entered high school as freshmen prior to 2012-2013, North Carolina requires them to take World History, Civics and Economics, and United 
States History, either regular or honors, to meet the graduation requirement.  This does not include any social studies elect ives.  

For students who enter high school as freshmen in 2012-13, North Carolina requires them to take World History, American History I, American History II, and 
American History: The Founding Principles, Civics & Economics, either regular or honors, to meet the graduation requirement.  This does n ot include any social 
studies electives.  

WORLD HISTORY                                                                                                                       43032X0 1 CREDIT 

This course will address six periods in the study of world history, with a key focus of study from the mid-15th century to the present. Students will study major turning 
points that shaped the modern world. The desired outcome of this course is that students develop understandings of current world issues and relate them to their 
historical, political, economic, geographical, and cultural contexts. Students will broaden their historical perspectives as they explore ways societies have dealt with 
continuity and change, exemplified by concepts such as civilization, revolution, government, economics, war, stability, movement, and technology. 

WORLD HISTORY (HONORS) 43035X0 1 CREDIT (HN) 

This honors course is designed to challenge students. This course will address six periods in the study of world history, with a key focus of study from the mid-15th 
century to the present. Students will study major turning points that shaped the modern world. The desired outcome of this course is that students develop 
understandings of current world issues and relate them to their historical, political, economic, geographical, and cultural contexts. Students will broaden their historical 
perspectives as they explore ways societies have dealt with continuity and change, exemplified by concepts such as civilization, revolution, government, economics, 
war, stability, movement, and technology. 

AMERICAN HISTORY I: THE FOUNDING PRINCIPLES 43042X0 1 CREDIT 

In this course students will examine the historical and intellectual origins of the US from the European exploration and colonial settlement to the Revolutionary and 
Constitutional eras. Students will learn about the important political and economic factors that contributed to the development of colonial America and the outbreak 
of the American Revolution, as well as the consequences of the Revolution, including the writing and key ideas of the US Constitution. This course will guide students 
as they study the establishment of political parties, America’s westward expansion, the growth of sectional conflict, how that sectional conflict led to  the Civil War, 
and the consequences of the Civil War, including Reconstruction. 

AMERICAN HISTORY I: THE FOUNDING PRINCIPLES (HONORS)                                                       43045X0                                       1 CREDIT (HN) 

This honors course is designed to challenge students. In this course students will examine the historical and intellectual origins of the US from the European exploration 
and colonial settlement to the Revolutionary and Constitutional eras. Students will learn about the important political and economic factors that contributed to the 
development of colonial America and the outbreak of the American Revolution, as well as the consequences of the Revolution, including the writing and key ideas of 
the US Constitution. This course will guide students as they study the establishment of political parties, America’s westward expansion, the growth of sectional conflict, 
how that sectional conflict led to the Civil War, and the consequences of the Civil War, including Reconstruction. 

AMERICAN HISTORY II 43052X0 1 CREDIT  
Recommended prerequisite(s): American History I: The Founding Principles 

In this course students will examine the political, economic, social, and cultural development of the US from the end of the Reconstruction era to the present times.  
Students will explore the change in the ethnic composition of American society, the movement toward equal rights for racial minorities and women, and the role of the 
US as a major world power. An emphasis will be placed on the expanding role of the federal government and the federal courts, as well as the continuing tension 
between the individual and the state. The desired outcome of this course is for students to develop an understanding of the cause –and –effect relationship between 
past and present events, recognize patterns of the interactions, and understand the impact of events on the US in an interconnected world. 

AMERICAN HISTORY II (HONORS) 43055X0 1  CREDIT (HN)  
Recommended prerequisite(s): American History I: The Founding Principles 

This honors course is designed to challenge students. In this course students will examine the political, economic, social, and cultural development of the US from the 
end of the Reconstruction era to the present times.  Students will explore the change in the ethnic composition of American society, the movement toward equal rights 
for racial minorities and women, and the role of the US as a major world power. An emphasis will be placed on the expanding role of the federal government and the 
federal courts, as well as the continuing tension between the individual and the state. The desired outcome of this course is for students to develop an understanding 
of the cause –and –effect relationship between past and present events, recognize patterns of the interactions, and understand the impact of events on the US in an 
interconnected world. 

AMERICAN HISTORY: FOUNDING PRINCIPLES, CIVICS AND ECONOMICS            42092X0                                           1 credit 

This course provides students with a framework for understanding the basic tenets of American democracy, practices of American government as established by the 
US Constitution, basic concepts of American politics and citizenship, and concepts in micro- and macroeconomics and personal finance. The goal of this course is to 
help to prepare students to become responsible and effective citizens in the interdependent world.  

AMERICAN HISTORY: FOUNDING PRINCIPLES, CIVICS AND ECONOMICS (HONORS)                     42095X0                                       1 CREDIT (HN) 

This honors course is designed to challenge students. This course provides students with a framework for understanding the basic tenets of American democracy, 
practices of American government as established by the US Constitution, basic concepts of American politics and citizenship, and concepts in micro- and 
macroeconomics and personal finance. The goal of this course is to help to prepare students to become responsible and effective citizens in the interdependent world.  



S O C I A L  S T U D I E S  E L E C T I V E S  
 

CONVERSATIONS IN DIVERSITY/PSYCHOLOGY OR SOCIOLOGY (HONORS)  48005X0E 1 CREDIT (HN) 

This honors course is designed to challenge students.  Students will explore and reflect on a variety of perspectives on current domestic and global social problems.  

The structure and content of this course will allow critical thinking, dialogue, and examination of bias, prejudice, discrimination, and oppression.  Through formal and 

informal discussion, individual exploration, research, reading, and writing, students will gain an appreciation for diversity, in an effort to promote awareness and social 

change. 

HOLOCAUST AND GENOCIDE IN WORLD STUDIES (HONORS) 48005X0A 1 CREDIT (HN) 

History of various genocides and holocausts is explored in this course reviewing attempts at wiping out groups based upon religious, racial and national origins.  
Participants will learn the impact of severe prejudice and persecution to understand the nature of civilization itself and focus on prevention strategies for future 
genocide and dehumanization.  The World War II Holocaust as well as recent 20th century genocides such as Armenia, Rwanda, Cambodia, Sudan, and Darfur will be 
explored.  Students will complete substantial reading, writing and research.  Taking this course after successful completion of World History is recommended. 

CONTEMPORARY LAW AND JUSTICE (HONORS) 48005X0J 1 CREDIT (HN) 

This honors course provides students with an opportunity for concentrated study of the legal, judicial, law enforcement, and corrections systems of the United States. 
Foci include legal principles and the laws and procedures derived from them. Examined are relevant examples of civil and criminal laws, law-enforcement methods, 
court procedures, and efforts toward corrective justice. Students also examine problems within the legal and justice systems and issues that arise from their operation.  
Students will increase their practical understanding of how the justice system in the United States actually works. 

LESSONS OF THE VIETNAM WAR/RECENT INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS (HONORS) 48005X0D 1 CREDIT (HN) 

The first half of this honors course focuses on the Vietnam War and related themes. Topics include the geography, history, and culture of Southeast Asia; social protest 
movement history; worldwide response, problems of refugees and veterans; and Southeast Asia today. The second half is a historical study of major trends and issues 
in the post-World War II era with a focus on the growing interdependence of world nations. Emphasis is placed on American decision-making process in foreign affairs. 
Current problems, policies, and programs of the government are analyzed.  

PSYCHOLOGY (HONORS) 44035X0 1 CREDIT (HN) 

This full-credit honors course is designed to give students an understanding of psychology as a science. Students are introduced to psychology, with a focus on the 
scientific study of human development, learning, motivation, and personality. This course emphasizes the empirical examination of behavior and mental processes, and 
it infuses perspectives fostering students' growth, development, and understanding of cultural diversity. Students of psychology acquire information from a variety of 
sources, use information as they make decisions and evaluations, and solve problems. The study of psychology enables students to recognize and cope with uncertainty 
and ambiguity in human behavior. 

SOCIOLOGY/ PSYCHOLOGY 48002X0B 1 CREDIT 

This course provides an overview in the areas of Sociology and Psychology as a combined full -credit elective. Sociology gives students a general background 
of the major aspects of sociology. Students study the basic forces of social relationships as they influence the values, behavior, and knowledge of man. This 
course promotes an understanding of the way people develop an identity as individuals and as members of their societies and c ultures. In Psychology, the 
story and growth of psychology as a science are studied. Basic theories of learning, personality development, patterns of human behavior, heredit y and 
environment, and mental health are analyzed. 

A D V A N C E D  P L A C E M E N T  C O U R S E S  

ADVANCED PLACEMENT HUMAN GEOGRAPHY 4A027X0 1 CREDIT (AP) 

Advanced Placement Human Geography provides students with insight into contemporary developments of world cultures, politics, and economies, including an 
analysis of the impact of the environment on the progress of world nations and regions. Students evaluate world events and data, write critically about world situations, 
and debate controversial aspects of an interdependent world. Major units focus on the spatial natures of geography and perspectives, population patterns and 
processes, cultural patterns and processes, political organization of space, agricultural and rural land use, consequences of industrialization and economic development, 
cities and urban land use.  Students enrolled in this course are expected to take the College Board Advanced Placement test.   

ADVANCED PLACEMENT PSYCHOLOGY 4A057X0 1 CREDIT (AP) 

Students study the systematic and scientific study of the behavior and mental processes of human beings and other animals. Students are exposed to the psychological 
facts, principles, and phenomena associated with each of the major sub fields within psychology. The study of psychology enables students to recognize and cope with 
uncertainty and ambiguity in human behavior. Substantial out-of-class reading, writing, and research are expected.  Students enrolled in this course are expected to 
take the College Board Advanced Placement test.   

ADVANCED PLACEMENT US GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 4A067X0                                     1 CREDIT (AP)  
Recommended prerequisite(s): American History: Founding Principles, Civics & Economics 

This course is a survey of the United States national political system. Students will examine the U.S. constitutional system, its historical development, and current trends 
of the system with the goal to further skill development through a rigorous course of study. Assignments involve student reading, analysis, synthesis, writing, and 
speaking. Lectures, current problems, and practices are frequently used.  Students enrolled in this course are expected to take the College Board Advanced Placement 
test.   

ADVANCED PLACEMENT UNITED STATES HISTORY 4A077X0 1 CREDIT (AP)  

This course is designed to encourage students to become apprentice historians who are able to use historical facts and evidence in the service of creating deeper 
conceptual understandings of critical developments in US history.  The curriculum of the course centers around four types of historical thinking skills: chronological 
reasoning, comparison and contextualization, crafting historical arguments from historical evidence, and historical interpretation and synthesis.  Students will explore 
seven themes throughout this course: identity; work, exchange, and technology; peopling; politics and power; America in the world; environment and geography – 
physical and human; and ideas, beliefs, and culture.  Students enrolled in this course are expected to take the College Board Advanced Placement test. 

 


